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ried men?’ yindictively. “And all wili be | neath ber skirts to the diamond moth in her Margery’s table and her basket, fill’d 
changed between us, and we were such good | hair—papa gift. . With homely yarns—for 


up the window and jeans out into the night. 
The stars are paling, the air is crisp and cold, 
and the bells are chiming clear, and sweet, 
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a Those dark days of but one year ago, 


From out their lotus sleep, to find — 


the truth: 


And laughing in her gen’rous heart, good soul, | Of all their lives went with ber. 


in looking aftera | “mission,” which she 
I see nothing | line stride, a loud 
or alluring in the picture. I am no | voice, and unbeautiful attire. 
Grisgide; I cannot honor and obey. Lenjoy | “How lonely to live always alone!” she 
my freedom; it is more rapturous than any | thinks. “What would Ido in this big house And one thst in that great, dread book of life, 
| love could ever be. I will not lose my nerve, | ail by myself, with perhaps s pin-cushion of 
youth, and joyousness in four pent | companion who would 
is; I will not merge my individuality in | crocheting. And Stael, 
2 pe a 7 RS pln ncaa ° Ciapmaaebed nade My 
as ee - | alone, conquer alone. me to operas , 
Taea: Dl wenhté Gmybencieites =} ° She writes munch more in 4 belligerent | for when I am old there will be iittle sister, the rle doseh"t suit you.” Ris- Aliworth 5 hee, 
tate Sie ncaa oo Sara } _ | strain, and then leaving heroics gives him a | and bouquets. And how can society or travel | ing gaily and kissing the pretty flower-face, ’ she: “ 
In nis 3 Is she well?’ she asked, “ and busy too 
. at | Dleasant, light résumé of the last week’s | take the place of warm human love? that has never haa a strong emo tion beneath | 1 dare to say, for well we women folk note, 
f He has gone back across dead } pleasures, studies, thoughts, and fancies, | must. bea dreadful life rT its calm Wifehood and mother- | Know aii there is wo do at Christmas tide.” For I shali speak none other till I die. 
TW bis chudhood’s fair iand of delight; and seals the long, rambling, eminently girl- | has no art!” . ie eee tak - ~ | hood cannot waken in s soul that is not. “Aye, aye, she’s well and flitting 
Ané bis mother’s sweet smilc he remembers, ish epistle with a littie pat of her hand and | Shéreads “ The Princess” and.“ Aurora | = « Gow : cf; ee: ae ; 
As be bany~ preg raceme ceclin ram Fans away for a drive with papa. | Leigh,” and thinks she would not have been eae, As gay and happy as a lark at morn, 
Lo sone caagetrygl cane sumber =| —s A-week later she is sitting in the library, | so weak. She argues, Can love'be more sat | yo, 
Sei Tessees vee ated. vthout number | Bet SHippered feet sreon the fender, her’ low | isfying than art? Aid answers always with Cen aunery wanpunes teor'é away frost sight | 
: a mean reget ta gi | | chair is deep and luxurious and half hides | a negative which is rather shaky, Se Be Sepemins, ues ae 1: ete, | 
| ; Pr ee | the slim form in the pretty house-<iress. It | And all the time the soul is | Must grace my parlor mantel for the night. _ 
vee - again, ip his manhood's beginning, } is Christmas-Eve, and Blanche gives one of | within her. She is fitful, and. absent, and and 4 f 
et Deikmevcexecems Sehd gur'ts Nevdesoruercoma-ensdts u penrvet | ts Stipli whel.m Weoteianes Waeipusees Gur Wan Witaec Gis Gaedins, Was tats Chvbstines 
out isa a bu t | 
} the rooms are filled wi and night that preys ratertier peeve, wolves i gro _ mais A : 
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a “Repent ye, repent ye, and pray,” | come to meditate a little while by the library " Flcalnn: tea thawdaisalibh tate iiitanens. ber hair abandin- | Should be converted to their ’special rule. = 

ES (lan macs ua atae | fire. The heavy curtains shut out the snowy | and rushes hither and : and | ment of her revery. . The night has fallen | Well, well,” he adds, “ we once were young our- a 
tang + ee ppeerenaet LO. tae world, the room is unlighted save by the | eager, and gay. And straightway converts without, and the corners of the room are selves, “i gt ot 6 Wadhenede 
be Se eo Again, he stands under the holly , . | fire-glow which flashes on bronze and bust | every one of the thick with shadows; the frelight touches | 424 2° ™a> sbeuld, methinks, so let the world Tight Of WaeneN 
e Sa: With a blushing face to his; «| aid earven ‘ceiling. ‘The roow is scented | ing and hopeless ' imbeciles, who find their | me passionate, despaiting faceof an Ariadne | “7°TUs? Se BAtural Kindness of his heart % 

co) aan Bx love has been stronger nom Selly, _ | with the dainty leathers that fill the crowded | only rational moments in her smile. as it leans from-some @fm drapery, and the as diesen teorts eae onih castes 
; | Cee eee ie ee terete _—*| cases, ana Kathryn feels unwontedly con- | dons her most fascinating toilets, and is the | purple violets benesth the slim arched mat- won dif adie coated an eem: 
| ad As the sweet vows are uttered again, | tent with bright particular star by so many lengths | bie feet fill the room with a dreaming fra- | Whose lining yet the darkness might dispel.” 
ea es Of peace unto men. (t5* 7 fragile | less wonder, starts | “ Who'd just as lief iet bygones a0 remain.” 

: fe Sg t-§ bodies; | jealousy “ Tut, tut, friend Gites; if that indeed were so 
AINS eect (Again, with his little brood ‘round him, dows. | lovent te says, | Then that man never has a childhood 
- ye He sits by the fair mother-wife; a and, to hands, a | 4™0ng good men, he is no iess the man, : 
B.S OS Se Enows that the angeis bave crowned him the In that for one brief space he can forget, 
amprsentyes oat eee eee ~ With the truest, best riches of life; oy Tich, | nd be with happy childhood once again To human sorrow did {ts nature yield. 
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| | And while in happy homes the mirth ran 
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A woman's form—a sprite—a vision rare= = | another brewing was at once begué, ; 
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Had oot ite mortal birthright been 

By tiny footprints in the virgin snow. 

Like to the snowy records which a life 

Pure and unsuilied on the page of time. 

At length the wide, unbroken width is cross’d, 
The river, too, and now the town is nigh. 

For there, thro’ all the blinding storm, its lights 
Shine forth and gem the darkness of the night. 
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_| Within the cottage, vine and ivy wreath’d, name. 
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: : in 


Kindly done? And indeed so true it is, ' 
That all our miods are so much more inclin’d | 


Ant Gan tin ponpeare Sve) bene Sepa ty " 
And Giles’ mopping to now come 

What e’en might cause some yeoman’s sturdy auto tautaierteres gua wenine aoe 
ener . Which honest labor to his brow had brought), 
To weaker grow on such anightasthis, §€§ | and Margery, quite recovered from her fright, 


Each and'all of these it might have been . - | @pd chie - with such success as to indeed 
prociaim’d | 


And one there was, the brightest of them all; When Giles was there, made mention of that 


should tie himself down to s narrow married pce Se mc amen tary Pape domme Surprising tints the rainbow ne'er outshone, The first short pray’rs at morn and eve had said), 


more warm 
of the 
tones af | _ IO Ged) thts Crtatmes Rive, tm altho world, 


So sang the wise, and yet a wiser and 


known. A greater wisdom than ail age can know; 
| A strength so infinit which nor time, nor death ) 
Could touch the eternal sources of its being, 


To face was pitiful to see. 


Reading 
skii | Os rather by a Swift and Kindly look, 


Father, in mercy for my helpresness 


In those fatr days 


"bout the | From this day foarth we live our livesanew, 
wes The Jass who bided with us from a child 
Is dead.” Andso the laughterand the light | 
| | TH, with a cry which could be ne’er forgot ~ 


ie 


And as she look’d a tenderer pity grew 


And, being & man, must ve unto the world 

All that the world doth of his manhood claim. 
A woman’s tears her womanhood may crown, 
A man's emotion may his manhood shame. _— 


yn To trace the tender pathos which it heid. a 


anger, pity, vengeance dire, in turn 
Bach left their shadow, as the open door 
Reveal'd the unknown songstress to their view. 
Clad io some dark and home-made woolen gown, 
| A heavy mantie with the hood thrown back 

To show a woman's pure, pale, troubl’d face, 
With wealths of golden heir but loosely-pinn’d, 
With which the winter winds bad revei’d free | 
| And fallen snowflakes with their ermine crown’ d. 
For some great poet's theme, so might she stood, 
Roun seb hiee's Naty $e aene SE rae, 
One starti’d glance she cast upon the three,  - 
And then ber eyes, in silent, mute appeal 


Make not my sin and ali ite dread remorse 
The greater and the harder still to bear.” 
No word she utter’d in ber own defense, — 
Not e’en ong plea for all her wasted life, 


“O, for this holy, biesdea Chrismas time; 
By ab the - love which—you—for—mother— 


1 we | 
‘The brosen words hed faint end fatater srows, |” 


hope he will be happy,” with a congratula {; when I wish to make over my wardrobe,” | And mix’d his brushes as be mix'd his ayes. wide and cruei world, where is she now? 

disgusted look, which | The eight-day clock which in the corner stood My poor, ushappy chia.” ot | 

so much—I have set him upso high—and J | takesin all her delicate c0stly apparel, from | Stim sentinel and warden of the hours; i os ae 

shall lose my friend. I always detested mar- the dainty satin. slipper @iAt peeps out be- The thruahes’ cage and fancy wicker stand; When love, andstife, and happiness were young, 

s Invest pager Paget np Margery and to Giles, 

braids, this ove, tweoty years ago, 

comrades.” Here shesobsagaip,and throws | Blanche shrags her plump shoulders. And all those num'rous odds and ends for which | 4 Pure snow biossom ef their gift from God. 

ye es wn ~ | “ Bertha,” they call’d her, for the parson’s wife 

Who had most graciously vouchsaf’d to stand. 

_ | As sponsor for the chia. But soon they found 

That Bertha was, by far, too staid a name, 

And heid a graver measure in its sound ; 

Than e’er would guit the merry. , laughing notes 
_| Of this gay little singing bird of theirs, 

And 6o they call'd her * Birdie,” and the name 


consoling that she sobs yery hard among her Stinel 
pUllows, and arises the next morning with aan Sess pte ie ogg hong al prem re nile! an pment 
eerste eyes and all ~ Ee there hung Now, in that time, her many household cares 
from her cheeks. string of blackbirds’ thrushes’ eggs. Kept Margery’ bands and mind at work, 
Surely she found her soul last night. Our pane 8 ter ; Son touts Coan Wak coal Gilde tae avin otart, 
! loving hand bad twin'd | 
souls always come into us In an unexpected Pair sptays-of nolly, and their Werries gleam’d | 4 00d one tho’, the land was rich and dry _— 
way, through téars and pain. Oheory anil red against the darker leaves, | Aud toll the only capital required. 
For twenty years she has lived in the sun- Like sunny hours from out a vanished past. So Margery work'd indoors, and kept the house, 
light; her dreams have been jeweled ones; “ What! Margery! Biess me, where be ye girl? | And let the hours so regulate ber work, 
her hopes were all clad in dazzling and un- Dyer loike yer company an’ the dark go well? — tale Sry a tether 
stained garments. This morning the rays Coame a Tee eee Me ee eee won 
do ie ane bg re os Penge Gm erent falls sedtats sock » lolkitey plance Which should che labor of the day requite. _ 
heavy. But eyes, STEAD, 20: pane. hate CUcMRARAS, | OOS Oe ee san teen as ean . 
is a sacred and besutiful one; it is no inde- And maske yer brewing ’ot an’ warm, me lass, | 58° drew ber little rocker nearAhe light, — 
of its own that it is desecrated. Women, for itis Beeing I have such company to yer brought.” It was the happiest moment of the day. 
the most part, are clinging, dependent crea- girl Margery, who'd been sitting quite alone, And Giles, with Birdie perch’d upon his knee, 
tures, who im ‘need protectors. Her busy hands, now folded in ner lap, | And, lying beck within bis great arm-chair, - 
ieeek. do uot + Becca No ta Jameld henirep. 4: light wee auteRiy broarse, | '* "EES ' re 
geni attending coats and muffiers there emerg’d : 
but ae heses, frome Her own good man and one she did esteem | Wonld let his ayes rest loving on hér face, 
guest | college, accompanied by more riotous chums: eer tear ew aan ennai OF wae Ge Werte. Tul anaes thamstine ty aac fowl eS 
hearth. | balls, skating parties, breakfasts, private paeenirak bik ote Would lay her paper down, and by his side 
theatricals, dozen other Are weak—that on a certain day Would kneel, her tender arms entwin’d 
and impatient, | things, Kathryn is, as usual, thé leading He had, before the world of Obilbam Lees, ‘Round both the father and the child, and so 
; I could not | spitit But in the few moments when she is Within God's house first given ber to Giles, | Y°uld all thetrevenings pass. OGod! those were 
the worry, | quite alone, she looks at the pain in her heart Now seeing here the “company” Giles hed The happy days. His sunshine bright was o'er 
as I see it | with angry and rebellions eyes, and scolds And in and ali about their lives. . 
would chafe | herself heartily, and devests herself with Good Parson Allworth, then ber kindly face | quit. ana ninilie And time , 
strong | xirlish coraiality. Shetalks less abeut her Lit up with pleasure, and fio need for him pe na-sbaw ages gréw apace, and, as > 
space, | art. She looks at her unmarried sisters, the quality or quantity to doubt | Phe Mature heer Garam mother’s heart rejoic’ 
myself in | oldest and most disappointed ones, with new Of, Gat good Christmas cheer, which with deft Setthaate . 
having my | vision, and pities them ‘sincerely. She looks PE as | ) : oe ay 


When o’er their peacefui nest a shadow fell, 
The sweet-voiced, handsome, trech’rous bird of 


prey, 
Who, while he sang the mother’s fears to rest, 
(For fears she had, tho’ unexpress’d and vague) 


| their littié bright wing’d, guileless bird bad 
Few words spake Giles when first he learned 
_| “Now hears ye wolfe, an’ to my words task 


: fay As Margery now | 
You know our daughter Julia's with us now, Beneath the omile thas now near rencad his 
The lines s ellent, voiceless grief’ had: wrodght 
Een for this strong man’s grief than for her 


pom tpt ain ane e hs yt yn 


Must ail grief’s natural outlets ruthless crush, 


«| Couid strength so great.and sympathy so grand 
Achlid. And the’ in seeming true, yet still. Taoa Fane < Se eget 
Could sinless face that we from sia might live; 
| Or could that manhood, pure and undefil'd, 
Man's mortal sembiance which a God did wear, 
Se weaken'd by the birth of mortal tears? 


That one has come heme from we city—_ ast ; | pre 
DFrail Maudie, whom love led astray. Set temiaaepaameree 
(St erer acetate me Shit ip the Who still, thank God, was by her this eve; 
ip vet ant:a pase trameted | at The daughter who, where’er she be touight,” 
win- May God in all His tendr’ eat mercy shield, 
sot bean ap qee Cute. Bs ay atigeter tee ey! na nat serfs gevcas Tans i , Shay Cates ie Se eee ees 
, fragile twenty s have ryn and St. John Norton stand together Doth fad himself to terra firma ‘a Distant as yet, but borne upon the wiod 
; : yr ncpn dap on? Eenapahamary wus the the iy 1 weduld uothave cae titte Samer aea’e | Ede sound of Sabbath belis on summer's eve. 
| Gee starved in this great land of pienty, OS ent. ne, “nee io seal their trimutoh and may own defeat, | “Masts pein erjed, and then the three 
re When she tried to grope back totelight, | made whole Had our good Dean himself stood in the door. poms, . . 
SS Onriss, are Thy discipies inbumen, Mie by sp And when it pleas'd thom my release tosign, | For Giles by this had-garner’@ali his wheat, - 
i & Gronly formen hast Thou die@? #3} §~~— iS ee ee. { found as pris’ner of war, alone Ne eee et 
7 cyt tt ea leneenpards dog aang é. | rooms ’ nc a anenant nip tncnndgs winanr “sd ite peep bincet er dtr vm sah | 
"| dmtin, be leans over the shrouded wae. and the white lide droop over the too | at Be house @ pinnn'4, Cig en ewume | gene y tn Sn as reece haem ae 
a ; . mere wife: must | Of government the undisputed pow’r. ~ ‘Then up with the lights,” Make merry within, 
ef “hans adbedharaberenes: geek eel Oietce have been shamefully : wageeeiive epee. ; | And much in earnest andin truth good friends, Your wassail and toast and mirth bestn, ee 
oe As be looks down the vista ot life. | if I intend to to anything I must These fair and prosperous kingdoms of our And usher a biithesomer Christmas in, 
The knell for a life that is done, oe guiowts ound ent Sires, And whtle the musie and song 
 dind be knows that his joys are ali ended | write goal, ' 
i have years been—so lonely— | love. home apostro- Ip plenteous cheer remember the poor, 
| +Tam homesick.” he murmers—“ifonly These two had walked ae of her desk tenderly. So quickly have the wheels of Time gone round— | Pale ake cs 
we ee ete ee é Baden = | a mtg ee wae net ten tray = ‘The song was ended and they knew it well, , 
—— ae wh mee see a girl a@ man F: oF ‘ > ; way, me ‘ Ene SON, | he not tend Gunk tate tenet pes 
; by, Maudie , where bave you been? . these pleasant paths. They had drifted into . ANNY DRISCOLL, Leeper ptne ae Ra opp hong e8 pred peseernes boss pads pean me 
“0 Curiam let see THE PARSON’S Girt =. Saniiebadeven th eubten turn had ta’ And partly for remeutrance of (et time, 
af eae ge blasé, cynical. She was fresh, Dreentian imeem foe eye Sopp eo enettite Aud part DOME Mh OnSE SS BE MOT, i, 
. ; ) had been ever sung beside ber hearth 


l could the scene that follow’d best portray, 


And when the singing ceas’d, the look that came 


| Margery’s 
Ne’er yet was daunted by unlucky fate.” = | the hope.ct which her heart had so much need. 
And then past Margery’s arms, whose one sharp 


ory, 7 
“My God! my ohildf” had thrill’é thro’ all her 
frame | 


But stay’d her not, till at her father’s fect 
She knelt and crav'd forgiveness of her fault. 
“Pather——” At first uo other word save this 
meg ou tongue and trembling lips could | 


"Til, seeing that he sat and spoke no word, | 
And did sot spurn ber presence as she Eneit, 
Her heart a sure and sweet new comfort too, 
“ Ab me, 'vesuffer’d so, I was so young, 


lips, and tender Which nestled on the outskirts of the 
. | town, 
us h . Save only this that she had been so young. 
seat over our cat | Where Giles had Grst brought Margery home, & : Like to the shgok which rendy the stranded 
dations; we And on whose casement, quaint and diamond 
from ihe stern visions that are : .  shap’d, ; the smart of littie ills to find i ak tener 
Pass before starry night, one by one the guests said good | conscious face, and then she bursts out again, | The snows of many winters soft had iain, _ rye omni 93 Whiten Shanheed aaa him by the 
bitter jin its travail—we so soon grow night, and Kathryn was alone, Her eyes | her childish sweet voice quite trembling with | And on this night became a thing more biew’é larg corte Roareue hip ay ma strange new 
We helpless creatures were bright, her checks flushed, and smiles | her emotion: ; . | By reason of that one bright star it held, Or view the leaden mists that vell the dawn Of “father,” when her baby lips could frame 
play. | We walk a were on her lips. Outwardly she’had never | . “You will probably have at least a dozen { Than ever beacon in the wildestsen, === | as ania the glory of @e young day’sgrate = |_ No other word-=the deep bine. dyes—the 
Stars, and then, when. we find been gayer or more charming; but estrange | children—poor people always do!” Whose fury tried the faith and sxill of man. From shrab and flow’r, and ail that, living, tives | The clinging touch—bie ohO4—Am, God) and 
— Sd the falling heaviness wasin her heart that she could | “I think a home would be very empty | ‘The day had shortly died, and twasthe hour | On God’ssweetsunshine? Ab, if you heave, thus 
harry home and draw the | hardly expiain to herself. | without children’s voices forever,” Kathryn | That comes ‘twixt light endé dark, the hour of | Then have you ere the noon of day was past, That one—his little bird—is dead. . 
Shut out verhead, and her room, she read the letter again over | says gently. And then ahe site up andj = ‘thought. ss | Ot seen that misty curtain drawn aside To all intents and purposesche dich 
- it down fire-giow, over. “He will marry this_giri,” she | laughs: ’ _ | And in the living-room in Margery’s house, And warm ané light and glory grester still, — Whes first, thro’ ber, the honor of his name. 
and, anything | said to herself, “and we will drift out of “ Blanche, dear, you speak asif we were | Tho’ more thro’ ususicustom than thatcare =~ Than ever promise of the morning gave, _ | The only beritage he had, was spura'd. 
i | to. be Which thrifty housewives might by times abuse, Burst forth ia vivid spicodor o’er the earth, And so be would not look, but turn’d his nead 
bat . each other’s lives as we drifted in. Why | going quite destifute and canal | - | apd Geen eerens the coean ofthe years. Legt looking as she knelt there at his 
“A easily than a | shouldI care? Outside of letters, I hardly | am quite sure I shall‘ have-at least two Wie neainoay Werth tee tT ee on | emai | Sheateekeamen anne as ES 
it better. They | know him: And it is such a pity,” with | dressesa year, and champagne on Sundays (et ot Gn ona ands eek tee (A little face with golden curls enframed, =~ Whose loveliness the firelight bus eakanced, 
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"Til ending im a wail of sorest grief, 
Het outstretched arms she twin'd 
knees, 


Not daring yet to seek that dearer rest 7 


Her head in Bappy childhood ¢’er had known: 
“ Forgive ye? No,” he cried and upright stood, 


“ Ye were so ” Die'st o mj sray 
e young.” oni ode | 


An’ by that higher name, whose hand bas smote 
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“ Forgive us, Lord, aa we 


‘The ains of others do ourselves forgive. 
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And Christian charity and all good-will 


And peace be in your heart ana home thigh. © 
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He ceas’d, tor had now drewa nigh, 
Yet patient stood, so he might proceed, 


So full of gladness, weary heart-ache,joy— 


Above it all a longing sweet for rest, 
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Of royal ermine wore—the moonlight shone 
Upon the parson’s dear old honest face, 
Tue Save cuotet ts Meenas features wore, 
smile that hid a deeper thought in Giles, 
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As thus they stood, another day was Borg... 
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Glory to God on high, rood will to men. 


PARDONED. ss 


| 
ed 
S. 


Roe 


A 
en 
° 


‘Yer mother’s tears? The honest same yO 
scorn’d? Ae 


= wa 


: 


be 
= 

nb 
a a ge \ lee 


7 


7 
\ = 
: ‘ 
Q v 


“When in the storm she sought my Bousetos | — 
That I with you her advocate would be, .. ~*~ 
I now abjure you that you mercy yield 


_| As you for weroy hope on that great day 
Whea God shall judge according to your deem; — 
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